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Notes from the Teams meeting on 12 November: 

Present: Shane Manning THC Principal Officer Parking Services, Jonathon Gunn THC Roads Dept, Cllr 

Jim McGillivray, Ward Manager Phil Tomalin, Paddy Murray, Jerry Bishop & Genevieve Duhigg 

Dornoch Area Community Council, Joan Bishop & Gordon Sutherland Dornoch Area Community 

Interest Company. 

Apologies: Angela Simpson, HIE 

The main concerns were identified as: increase in motorhomes (especially at the beach & in the 

Square), overnight parking, excessive speeds, parking generally in the town & beach, plans for 

Dornoch South, potential combination of coaches & motorhomes in future years.  

Shane explained that THC was working with communities and reviewing and mapping parking 

restrictions, 20 communities had been addressed with 19 in the next phase. The council also has a 

new Tourism Committee looking at Visitor Management providing long term support for towns and 

villages and sharing good practice.  

Our meeting is therefore timely and the chance to identify short term quick fixes and work toward a 

longer term plan. 

Background 

Genevieve had circulated a document or how other towns & villages had approached this and one of 

the main aspects was creating a gateway. Whilst we have welcome signage on A949 at the school, 

and at Poles Road (north entry) there is nothing on the road from Embo, so this would be a potential  

improvement (e.g. at new Springfield development) to mark the ‘boundary’ and encourage traffic to 

slow down. The historic town centre with the cathedral, castle, jail & courthouse is intrinsically 

attractive, but the road layout lets us down with no clear boundaries. This leads to unrestricted 

parking of coaches and motorhomes in the middle which is potentially dangerous to pedestrians and 

blocks the view of the buildings, detracting from visitor enjoyment. We are looking for solutions that 

encourage better parking behaviour without spoiling the ambiance. 

Jerry Bishop had summarised the main areas of concern for both the beach (Dornoch Common Good 

Land) and the town, so this formed the basis of discussion. 

Beach Concerns 

Single Track roads 

Golf Road and Beach Road are both single track and yet there is no advance warning of this. Both 

roads lead to the ‘top’ beach car park CP157 where in the summer it can be difficult to turn a long 

vehicle such as a motorhome when the car park is very busy. In addition, the Golf Club has 

permission to close Golf Road when major competitions are on, which means long vehicles can be 

‘trapped’. The single-track roads are adopted so are the responsibility of THC – this includes signage, 

passing places and yellow lines. They are currently working on a rolling program of updating these. 

Top Car Park 

The top car park is also THC responsibility (new disabled places & signage added recently). This car 

park could be made pay & display (P & D) and run by THC if the community supports this. The 

standard for THC is for charges to apply 1 March to 31 October, residents with permits are free and a 

resident’s annual permit for the 8 months would be £30. Communities can decide on some aspects 

e.g. first hour free, £1/hour thereafter, charges apply 9-5.  
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Only uniformed THC car park wardens can enforce the regulations. The more P & D’s in an area the 

closer an enforcement officer could be based, currently Wick or Inverness, with nearest regular call 

being Tain. However if more P & Ds were in place the next phase would be to cover Tain to Wick 

possibly based at Drummuie. Officers work 07:30 to 22:00 – and have educational role so may visit 

at 8pm and warn RVs no overnight parking. It is possible that volunteers or town officers could be 

trained in the education role. 

Dornoch Common Good (DCG) Land  

The overflow car park & playpark car park are in DCG ownership. THC could run these as P & D and 

the profit can be shared or service level agreement of fixed annual income agreed. This would have 

to be the subject of a Common Good consultation. Non made up areas (e.g. overflow) would need to 

be maintained by DCG.  

Excessive speed 

20mph can only be introduced if average speed is currently 24mph or less. Jonathan Gunn will 

arrange for speed monitor to be erected on Beach Road to start the process – would need to be 

repeated in spring and summer when there is more traffic. 

Airfield Carpark 

This is not currently listed with Shane as being THC managed, but he will check. However, if charges 

are introduced to the beach area, motor homes & other overnight parking may well go there. 

Town Concerns 

Excessive Speed 

As the average speed is over 24mph a 20mph cannot be introduced (see above). A quick fix option 

might be to install a ‘watch your speed’ device e.g. at the Sutherland Road/Struie Road junction with 

Castle Street (£3k) which would need to be funded by the community. Shane’s experience is that this 

leads to 85% of drivers reducing speed. Otherwise major changes to the road layout would be 

required to slow traffic. 

Parking Charges 

If P & D installed (e.g. in Dornoch South) THC could prohibit or restrict parking elsewhere – e.g. as in 

the Square now restrict to one hour, no return in three, and yellow lines could be applied but only in 

identified risk areas (e.g. Shore Road). THC run P & D also have an option for businesses to purchase 

permits at £100 for a year (so £75 for 8 months?) On street would be better placed to be All year 

(Not Seasonal) 

Any new P & D on THC owned car parks e.g. The Meadows would deliver 50% of net profit to Area 

Committee e.g. for pot-hole repairs or other investment by members. This was the subject of the 

‘Car Park Conversation’ consultation halted due to the pandemic and needs community ‘buy-in’. 

Retail Park 

Jerry suggested that the THC car park in the Retail Park opposite the Spar Supermarket could be a 

trial P & D for Motor Homes – as some had used it this year. Some additional hard standing would be 

required, with signage from the Square and also restrictions to motor home parking elsewhere. 

Shane indicated this could potentially be achieved for next season. This would require a Traffic 

Regulation Order (TRO) at £1k, with hard standing & signage potentially £5-10k. These costs might 
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be offset against year one income. The TRO procedure takes about 3 months - 14 days statutory 

consultees, 21 days for the general public, then 1 month to follow up and try to resolve any issues 

raised.  

One-way system in St Gilbert Street 

Shane thought this a reasonable proposal.  

Pedestrianised -  Dean’s Lane 

Shane thought this a reasonable proposal, but probably a small hammer head would be required for 

deliveries to Dornoch Stores & Hospice Shop.  

The Square 

In the short term the road layout could be simplified with improved road markings and signage, for 

example giving clear passage for the main traffic going to Embo. Contact Josie Sutherland, Area 

Roads Manager, Drummuie to progress. Next stage would be to ‘harden up’ the distinction between 

vehicles & pedestrians. However, any ‘fixtures’ would need to allow for coaches to turn and the 

regular pedestrian events to take place such as pipe band parades, Hogmanay street party, Bonfire 

night & Games day parades. Use of alternative materials to demarcate pedestrian zones could be 

effective. These longer term plans would need detailed community consultation to develop a shared 

‘Vison for the Square’ as previous proposed changes over the years have met with opposition. To get 

an idea how much space vehicles actually use, Shane suggested taking photos when there is snow as 

the untouched areas are clearly visible. 

Painting the bus stance boxes is the responsibility of the local roads team (Brian Fraser), who have 

many other calls on their time, whereas car parking is Shane’s team (so disabled slots at beach car 

park, restricted time notices in the Square could be done in a more timely fashion). However, to 

progress the bus lanes follow up with local roads, but copy in Phil & Shane. 

The current restrictions – one hour max, no return within 3 hours – had resolved the issue with the 

local garage double/triple parking in these spaces. However, Jim McGillivary is aware this is causing 

the business difficulties.  

Meadows Car Park 

The car park conversation proposed no motor home parking here, but many used it this summer and 

the school buses park there during the day. Shane said this was open to community suggestions and 

we can allow them to stay overnight – the risk is it becomes an informal campsite. 

Other Car Parks 

THC can manage car parks for others. For example charging at the beach may lead to ‘unwanted’ 

parking in the Golf Club car park and RDGC may wish to consider THC running a P & D with member 

exemption.  

Next Steps 

The other groups involved in the DCG beach area (the Caravan Park, RDGC, Beach Wheelchairs, 

ESRA, Community Council, THC via Phil) need to be consulted about vehicle parking. A wider 

facilitated consultation on all aspects of the beach use is taking place in January.  
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The wider stakeholders in the Dornoch Focus Group made up of local businesses, voluntary groups 

and public agencies need to be consulted now we understand what is and isn’t possible 

Priorities 

Determine what can take place for 2021 and join into a single TRO. This could include the retail park 

for motor homes and the beach top car park. 

Start Common Good consultation on plans for rest of beach area following agreement with user 

group. 

Progress plans for Dornoch South vehicle park. 

Carry out stakeholder consultation on all parking 

Purchase and install a speed monitor at Sutherland Road/Struir Road/Castle Street junction  

Discuss improvements to road markings in the Square with Josie Sutherland, THC Roads, Drummuie 


